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APPENDIX, other hand, the rajah's dewan declared that the " debt
called Mr. Hutchinson's debt originated chiefly in ficti-
tious transactions, and for the greatest part had no just
foundation."
On a review of all these proceedings, the authorities in
India at length came to a decision, in the year 1807, that
in the existing state of the question the parties should be
left to settle the claim between themselves.
The subject was brought to the court's notice by the
Madras government in political letters, dated the 6th
March, and 21st October, 1807. The court, in reply,*
after remarking on the defective nature of the informa-
tion regarding the origin of the claim, desired that the
Bombay government should be called on to state whe-
ther they had any knowledge of money transactions
between the late Mr. Hutchinson and the Rajah of Tra-
vancore, and directed, in the meantime, that the resident
should not only be restrained from interference in the
adjustment of the claim, but enjoined to recommend to
the rajah to decline any further payment on account of
it, until its justice was made out to the satisfaction of the
Madras government.
The reply of the Bombay government to the reference
made to them added little or nothing to the information
before the court on the subject The chief point to be
noticed in it is, their admission that the fact of dealings
between the late Mr. Hutchinson and the Rajah of Tra-
vancore must have been within the knowledge (as indivi-
duals) of the parties composing the Bombay government,
the trade in pepper or other products in Travancore
not having then been interdicted to the commercial re-
sidents.
On the 9th September, 1812, the court, in a political
despatch to Madras, again adverted to the claim brought
* Political Despatch to Madras, 7th September, 1808.